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Jim and Laura 
Engel wanted their 
Cornelius home to 
have a laid back, 
sophisticated style.
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When Laura and Jim Engel decided to build 
a lakeside home in Cornelius, they quickly 
gravitated toward the traditional quaintness 
of Cape Cod architecture. That comes as no 
surprise, as Laura is from Connecticut, and Jim 
was born in Cape Cod and returned there every 
summer after his family moved to Florida. 

“Cape Cod is a beautiful place,” says Laura. 
“It reminds us of being young and carefree.”

With the help of Harry Schrader of 
Schrader Design Custom Architecture 

Laura and Jim 
Engel captured 
the magic of 
Cape Cod in their 
custom retreat
by Lori K. Tate
photography by Ken Noblezada

Jim and Laura Engel



M
AY

 2016

52

LA
K

E
 N

O
R

M
A

N
 C

U
R

R
E

N
TS

dwellings

Left, the casual dining area features a 
window seat overlooking the lake. 

Below, a large island makes entertaining family and friends easy
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The Nosy 
Neighbor 
Kitchen Tour
The Nosy Neighbor Kitchen Tour 
takes place on Saturday, May 14 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at The Peninsula. 
All proceeds benefit The Peninsula 
Community Foundation, a nonprofit 
that gives seed money and continuous 
funding to local Mecklenburg County 
charities, such as The Lake Norman 
Free Clinic, Safe Alliance and Ada 
Jenkins Community Center. 

This year’s tour features the grand 
opening of a new 10,000-square-foot 
lakefront custom home, as well as an 
English cottage kitchen in a separate 
lakeside guest cottage. Sponsors 
for the tour include Ivester Jackson 
Distinctive Properties, an exclusive 
affiliate of Christie’s International 
Real Estate, and Grainda Builders.

This one-day tour also features 
samples of gourmet food from area 
chefs, kitchen demonstrations, a 
gift boutique, raffle drawings and 
supplier information regarding all 
aspects of the featured kitchens. 

Tickets for the tour are $35. 
For more information regarding 
the tour, e-mail Jayne Coffing at 
jaynecoffing@ymail.com. For more 
information regarding The Peninsula 
Community Foundation, visit www.
thepeninsulacommunityfoundation.org.

mailto:jaynecoffing@ymail.com
http://www.thepeninsulacommunityfoundation.org
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A farm table from Pottery Barn 
welcomes guests with ease. 

The ceiling detail further adds to the Cape Cod feel of the home. 
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and Grainda Builders, the Engels were 
able to encapsulate the laid-back 
coastal feeling of Cape Cod in their 
home, which is featured in The Nosy 
Neighbor Kitchen Tour on May 14. 

Benefitting The Peninsula Community 
Foundation, a non-profit that donates 

seed money and continuous funding to 
various Mecklenburg County charities, the 
tour showcases a variety of kitchens and 
homes in The Peninsula. Though awards 
are not given during the event, the Engel’s 
kitchen would surely vie for first place with 
its breathtaking views of Lake Norman. 

www.dutchmansdesign.com
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Top, the view from the kitchen 
sink is the most spectacular in the 
home. Above, the entrance to the 
wine cellar. 
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We Bring Your Dreams to Life.

Two great names
have joined forces
under one family.

Two convenient Kohler/
Kallista Showrooms

HUNTERSVILLE
16235 Northcross Dr

Huntersville, NC 28078
704.892.6466

www.hugheshuntersville.com

SOUTHPARK
621 South Sharon Amity Rd.

Charlotte, NC 28211
704.366.9099

www.themajesticbath.com

When asked about the 
panoramic view, Laura is quick 
to credit Schrader for it. “I love 
the view and the openness,” 
she says while walking me 
to the front door so I can see 
the expanse of the view. The 
lake greets me on almost all 
fronts, but the pinnacle of the 
view takes place above the 
kitchen’s farm sink, where vast 
corner windows make me feel 
like I’m almost walking on 
water. No doubt that any of 
the Engel’s five children would 
not mind washing dishes in 
this house. I almost grabbed 
a Brillo Pad myself so I could 
enjoy the view a little longer. 

With white custom 

cabinets by Rowan Custom 
Cabinets crowned with 
quartzite, the kitchen exudes 
a clean and fresh feeling. A 
rectangular island topped 
with a granite named Blue 
Tides subtly echoes the colors 
and the motion of the lake. 

“That’s [the granite] the 
first thing we picked out for 
our house,” says Laura, who 
enjoys cooking. “We wanted a 

Cleverly 
hidden under 
the staircase 
you’ll find the 
Engel’s wine 
cellar, which 
has the 
capacity for 
900 bottles

Continued on page 57

www.hugheshuntersville.com
www.themajesticbath.com
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WWW.COPPERINNOVATIONS.COM

Functionality MeetWhere Beauty &

122 Summerville Dr, Mooresville, NC • 704-663-3497

MLS# 3035346 
5BR 6.5 Bathrooms

Stunning Waterfront 
Estate with Pool, 
Theater, Wine Cellar & 
2nd Living Quarters/
Nanny Suite.

Jennifer Castain Stewart 
704-996-0955
Jennifer.stewart@allentate.com

Jan Cameron
704-724-3792
Jan.cameron@allentate.com

MLS# 3134317
6 BR 5.2 Bathrooms
(7026 SF) | Pool

Fabulous opportunity to 
be on the WATERFRONT 
and on the GOLF COURSE!
Aerial video: https://
vimeo.com/dronemedia
solutions/review/148584
686/7c8d80e99b  

19003 Double Eagle Drive-The Peninsula

22531 Torrence Chapel Road | $1,795,000

under contract

www.copperinnovations.com
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*$5 OFF Airport Transfers 

Concerts & Weddings 

Uniformed & Trained Chauffeurs for increased safety 

Vehicles For All Occasions 

Online Reservations for Easy Trip Management 

(704) 756-1939  |  Cornelius, NC 

www.EliteCarCLT.com 

to the Lake!
Luxury & Performance has Come

Visit Randy Marion Cadillac for all your service, 
parts and accessory needs

220 W. Plaza Drive • I-77, Exit 36, Hwy. 150
Open 7:30 am - 8:00 pm Weekdays • 8:00 am - 4:00 pm Sat.

    704-663-3201 Service Direct   •   RANDYMARION.COM

www.knoblezadaphotography.com
www.randymarion.com
www.elitecarclt.com
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With the capacity for 900 bottles, the wine cellar is located underneath 
the staircase near the kitchen. 

A slight wave in the ceiling partitions the  
kitchen and dining area from the living room. 

ADS
X

TheHearthandPatio.com

NORTHLAKE   
7325 Smith Corners Blvd., Charlotte • 704-909-2420

SOUTH   
4332 Monroe Rd., Charlotte • 704-332-4139

Family owned and operated for more than 30 years.

Featured at 
Nosy Neighbor Kitchen Tour 

Saturday May 14, 2016 
at the Peninsula.at the Peninsula.

large island for when we have 
parties and have family over.”

Shiplap board detailing, 
rustic pendaliers from Lee 
Lighting, as well as rich 
Brazilian teak floors continue 
the understated nautical 
ambiance of the space. The 
kitchen is open to the living 
room and is only partitioned 
by a slight wave in the ceiling’s 
architecture. Cleverly hidden 
under the staircase you’ll find 
the Engel’s wine cellar, which 
has the capacity for 900 bottles 
and a humorous sign that reads 
“Love the Wine You’re With.”

The kitchen is also open to 

a casual dining area, complete 
with a window seat overlooking 
the lake. “We didn’t want a 
formal dining room,” explains 
Laura. Punctuated with a 
farm table from Pottery Barn 
and beadboard detailing on 
the ceiling, the dining space 
offers a casual place to share 
meals with friends and family. 
Paintings of hummingbirds 
flank the window seat and 
perfectly echo the light blue 
tones from the walls painted in 
Sherwin Williams’ Reflection. 

“This is the space we live 
in,” says Laura of her home’s 
kitchen area. “We wanted 
our home to have a laid back, 
sophisticated style.”  

Continued from page 54

www.thehearthandpatio.com
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