
hough Grainda Builders 
is known to be highly 
diversified and skillful in a 

variety of construction projects, 
this featured project would be 
considered GBI’s ‘bread and 
butter.’ Since the inception of the 
company, our main focus and 
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Luxury is a state of great comfort and we have always aspired to deliver this type of lifestyle 
for each individual client. Working from scratch requires a genuine passion for building and 
problem-solving. And it is what we do best. We know that custom homes give our clients the 
freedom to express their own sense of beauty, style, enjoyment and convenience. We create 
experiences, tastes and dreams into something tangible. In this issue we feature a stunning 
English Manor with all the trappings for a regal fantasy, surrounded by turrets and within one 
tower, a mystery space!

core talent has revolved around 
building unique, custom-tailored 
waterfront homes for discerning 
clients. We were sought out for 
this design-build, due to another 
Grainda-built waterfront home 
that led to its inspiration. The 
process was classic Grainda. 

We were involved before the 
client settled on the perfect lot; 
assisted in selecting an architect 
and managed the design 
process to stay within our client’s 
stated budget parameters. We 
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qThe Library, English Manor
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With their kids now attending college, our clients were looking to downsize closer to the city 
from Ballantyne. They wanted a space that was just right, and we delivered with a 4,300 sq ft 
build located in the Eastover neighborhood of Charlotte.

This 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home has rooms in 
proportion to the clients needs today and in the 
future.

There are no giant rooms, just rooms with a 
purpose. “We use all the rooms in this home. 
The space is so well-designed that we don’t feel 
there is any wasted space,” says the homeowner.

The house is a perfect balance of being 
comfortable for two, but able to easily 
accommodate large groups for holidays and 
extended family dinners.

From the moment you arrive at the brightly 
painted Tudor Style front door, you know you’re 
entering somewhere special. 

SPOTLIGHT



The neutral palette serves as a backdrop so the 
eye can relish in the beautiful and functional 
design elements. 

The home is flooded with natural light, which 
highlight custom details, like the bespoke 
banister that makes transitioning between the 
levels of the home a true pleasure.

Grainda Vice President, Jason Tanenbaum says 
“They were always prepared with notes and 
ready to discuss the tasks at hand for every 
meeting - they were a true partner in the process 
- collaboration and an understanding of our 
process resulted in a beautiful home.”



There were some “must-haves” on the project 
list including a wine cellar. “We needed a wine 
storage space, we have been collecting wine for 
almost 15 years so we wanted to be able to easily 
access our collection and store it in the proper 
conditions.” 

A separate formal dining room, was also a must, 
in addition to a gourmet kitchen that would rise 
to the challenge of their passion for cooking and 
love of hosting family gatherings.

The home features many high-end customizations 
like zero-entry showers, intricate marble tile 
patterns, heated tile floors and heated towel 
racks in the bathrooms. 

From the start of the project there was a specific 
style in mind and with the guidance from interior 
designer, Kari Molnar, we were able to stay true to 
their original vision throughout the process.
 

“Sometimes designers pushed us outside our 
comfort zone; Kari was so great in helping us keep 
the design feeling light and fun in some areas 
where we might have skewed more traditional, 
but she always took our style and preferences 
into consideration.”

Job site visits throughout the process, meant 
they were able to respond to any questions 
immediately in meetings which kept the project 
on time. 

“Grainda was always willing to collaborate and 
problem solve. They always kept us in the loop.”

The project collaboration even extended to their  
personal partners. They had used Arborscapes 
since first moving to the area 20 years ago and 
were excited to have them work on this new home. 
“It was amazing to be able to loop in someone 
that we trusted and loved working with to create 
our landscape design and Grainda was receptive 
to working with them and made the process so 
easy to navigate.”



A music enthusiast and avid piano player, the client was well-organized 
and enjoyed the collaborative process of the build.

From custom cabinetry to a cast stone mantle in the great room, this home is the definition of livable 
luxury.  Everything has a place and purpose, but most importantly it is designed to be experienced 
and enjoyed. In developing the design, each member of our team took special care to ensure that the 
project specifications would serve the needs of their family, both now and in the future. 



A covered patio offers space for outdoor 
entertaining throughout the year.

Custom Cabinetry
Rowan Custom Cabinets

Front Entry Door
Clark Hall Doors by Design

Cast Stone Mantle 
Classic Stone Creations

Exterior Tilework
STS Remodeling

THE A- TEAM

The exterior features a unique mortar color blend and brick color that the client felt strongly about. 
Our masons and contractors worked closely with us to bring in all the specific materials and elements 
needed to bring their vision to reality. This beautiful house in the heart of Charlotte truly showcases 
what custom building is all about: finely crafted spaces, built to suit the unique needs of the family who 
will call it home for years to come. 



Q & A

BUSINESS BUILT ON FRIENDSHIP
I have been working with Grainda for more than 
ten years, but I met Joe Grainda when I first 
moved to Charlotte 20 years ago. I used to play 
hockey with Joe; he is a tough guy on the ice 
and is a really great player and businessman.

TILE TRADE 
I learned tile work in school, I grew up in the 
Czech Republic, and also traveled a lot before 
settling in Charlotte.

I love working with David Webb (Grainda 
Project Development Manager) and the team. 
They are always responsive and stay on top of 
their game. They are one of the best teams that 
I work with. They make the process very easy 
and make sure I have everything I need to get 
my portion of the job complete.

TILE CHANGES
Things have changed a lot. When I started 
doing tilework the materials were much heavier 
and less durable. Now products are lighter and 
mold-free. Clients (especially Grainda clients) 
are getting much better products today, not 
just the tiles, but all the prep materials and 
products that go under the tiles.

TILEWORK TRENDS
I’m seeing less travertine and marble. More 
and more people are using large porcelain tiles 
imported from Spain and Italy. You get a very 
natural stone look and everything is oversized. 

Right now, the Grainda project I’m working on 
in Lake Wylie is using custom made 4 x 8.5’ tiles 
imported directly from Italy. They are only about 
6mm thick so they are very thin and light. We’re 
having to use different tools and techniques to 
be able to properly transport and install them. 
I can always count on Grainda for an exciting 
challenge!

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING
My one piece of advice is to not cut corners, 
even on the things you can’t see. It’s important 
in the long run to have a good foundation and 
build from that. You don’t want to use cheap 
backer board or tile membrane and then lay 
expensive tiles on top, it won’t last.

A strong Team On The Ice and Job Site
Jan Kilment, Tile Master, STS Remodeling



TRENDS

Bricks are still managing to evolve, while remaining a staple 
of a well-designed home. Read on to find out what we’re 
seeing in the market.

TREND 1 – FADE TO GRAY 
Fade to gray, not black. We are seeing softer, natural tones 
in both brick and mortar. Traditional red is always a classic, 
but standard grays are moving from the shadows into 
the limelight. Light-colored mortar is also on the uptick. 
Remember, it’s not just about the brick color, your mortar 
color selection drastically impacts the overall look.

Grainda Tip: Ask yourself, do you want your mortar to pop 
and showcase the shapes and style of the individual bricks, or 
do you want it to blend in and virtually disappear?

TREND 2 – THE DETAILS ARE IN THE PATTERN
Herringbone? Basketweave? Flemish bond? 
Never underestimate the impact brick patterns can have. No 
matter if you’re paving a driveway or working around a kitchen 
range hood, a brick pattern can make or break a space. 

Grainda Tip: Always consider the details of individual bricks 
– for example a water table rowlock brick brings its own style 
and can make a game-changing impression even when only 
utilized in small areas.

TREND 3 – OUTDOORS ARE IN
Whether you’re exposing original brick during a remodel 
or wanting to do something special with a brick accent wall 
in the interior of your home, it’s crucial that the dimensions 
are thoughtfully laid out. The depth of the brick impacts the 
dimensions of the entire space, so it’s a decision you need to 
make well in advance.  

Grainda Tip: If you’re creating an outdoor living space, take 
the time to consider how bricks can create a bridge between 
the interior and exterior, especially if using natural elements; 
it’s essential for setting the tone and establishing a smooth 
transition between spaces.

BRICK BY BRICK
What’s trending with brick in Charlotte



PARDON THE DUST
We’re doing a little remodeling

As we look forward to the end of another year at Grainda Builders, we 
are excited to have a variety of internal projects underway to help us 
better serve you, our friends, clients, and vendors.

HOME SWEET VIRTUAL HOME

It’s no secret that our team has a passion for construction and 
remodeling. There is something exciting about taking the bones 
of something that already exists and breathing new life into it, and 
we’re virtually doing that at Grainda! You may have noticed that we 
recently launched a remodeled version of our own website, and if 
you missed our digital launch, we encourage you to visit us online at 
GraindaBuilders.com to see what we have been working on.  

“Our new website represents the core of what makes Grainda Builders 
so successful: the people,” said Jason Tanenbaum. “From our clients 
to our team and our trade partners, we recognize the importance of 
putting relationships, trust and understanding at the forefront of our 
approach to bringing well-crafted custom homes to families across the 
Charlotte region.”

Disconnect and drain outdoor 
hoses – a hard freeze could 

burst faucet or pipes.

Schedule irrigation 
winterization 

Turn your ceiling fan on low 
counter-clockwise to help 

circulate warm air.

Have humidifier adjusted
for season

Locate master water shut-off 
valve – if pipe should burst,  

this valve will stop the  
water supply.

Replace furnace filters  
once a month.

Clean and lubricate hinges, 
locks, and moving parts in 

window and door hardware.
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