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This mindset means being “relentlessly curious.” During the 
design phase of a Peninsula renovation, the Grainda team doesn’t 
just follow a blueprint; they question it. They look for ways 
to improve the home’s “function”—from how a family moves 
through the kitchen to how the home breathes.

For the homeowner, this provides three distinct layers of value:
•	 Function: Attention to how the home works 

behind the walls helps improve longevity of the 
structure and mechanical systems, over time. 

•	 Form: A focus on materials that are durable, sustainable 
and within the clients’ budget helps them achieve the 
look and style they want without breaking the bank

•	 Livability: Building a home around the clients’ lifestyle 
and design aesthetics means curating a space that not 
only looks great, but feels great when you’re living in it.

A Partnership, Not Just a Project
Renovating in an established neighborhood like The Peninsula 
requires a surgeon’s precision. Grainda’s process involves deep 
collaboration with the homeowners, architects and tradesmen 
early on, solving technical hurdles on paper so the construction 
phase is seamless.

Investing in building science is the ultimate luxury. It’s the 
peace of mind that comes from knowing your “forever home” is 
engineered to be exactly that.

moisture move through a structure. In a 
lakeside environment like ours, where 
humidity is a constant companion, these 
variables are critical.

“Building science allows us to predict 
how a home will perform over 50 years, 
not just five,” says Jason Tanebaum, 
President, Grainda Builders. By using 
advanced materials and smarter 
construction methods, Grainda ensures 
that a renovation doesn’t just look new, 
it functions with a level of efficiency and 
comfort that was impossible when these 
neighborhoods were first developed.

Spotlight: Building Innovation
When Matt Risinger visited Grainda’s job 
site, he wasn’t looking at the paint colors. 
He was looking at the “invisible” wins. The 
episode highlighted several innovative 
solutions on a current build happening 
here in The Peninsula that set Grainda 
apart. While many builders prioritize the 
visual finish, Grainda’s focus is also on the 
home’s “hidden” performance.

“Part of building science for us is not 
just the things you see; it’s also what you 
don’t see,” explains Jason Tanenbaum. 
“It’s how the home performs—the energy 
consumption and the overall health of the 
environment inside.” 

Throughout the project, the team 
paid meticulous attention to what they 
call Control Layers. These critical barriers 
manage water intrusion, thermal 
transfer and air/water vapor to regulate 
humidity—a vital consideration for 
homes in our lakeside climate. “There are 
a lot of products out there that promise 

high efficiency or energy savings,” Tanenbaum notes, “but it’s 
really about how you put those parts and pieces together to 
make them the most effective for the client and the home.” 

By treating the house as a single, integrated system,  
Grainda ensures that these innovative solutions provide 
tangible value to the homeowner. “We always bring a level of 
building science to our builds because we know that long-term 
it provides lower energy bills, a healthier home and better air 
quality,” says Tanenbaum. “It significantly reduces the chance 
of moisture intrusion and simply results in better overall 
functionality of the home.”

The “Build Better” Mantra: A Client’s Greatest Asset
Potential clients often ask: “Why does this matter to me?” The 
answer lies in the Grainda mantra: Build Better. 

In sought after neighborhoods like The Peninsula, a home 
is more than an address; it’s a legacy. However, as many of the 
community’s original residences approach their third and fourth 
decades, homeowners are discovering that a luxury aesthetic is 
only as good as the science supporting it.

While many builders focus on the “pretty” (the quartz 
counters and custom millwork), Grainda Builders is gaining 
national attention for what lies beneath the surface. Their 
philosophy, “Build Better,” is a relentless quest for excellence that 
recently caught the eye of Matt Risinger, host of the industry-
leading The Build Show.

What Exactly is Building Science?
To the team at Grainda, building science isn’t just a buzzword; it’s 
the physics of a healthy home. It’s the study of how heat, air and 
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